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INFORMATION FOR PARENTS





You may already be aware that some changes have taken place in your child’s school as a result of the National Agreement—Raising Standards Tackling Workload. From September 2005, more changes will come into effect. This leaflet aims to answer some of the questions that you may have about the effect these changes may have on your child.





What is this National Agreement?


The National Agreement has been drawn up to support the raising of standards in schools.  It aims to do this by enabling teachers to spend more of their time on teaching by releasing them from other duties and by acknowledging that many other adults working in schools make a valuable contribution to children’s learning.








Who decided that these changes should take place?


The Government, employers and some school workforce unions signed the agreement. All schools and Governing Bodies must now implement these changes by law.








When will these changes happen?


Some have already taken place, whilst others will begin in 


September 2005.








What changes will be put into place in September 2005?


From September 2005, teachers will be entitled to time within the school day to prepare, plan and assess—PPA Time. 








What exactly does PPA time mean?


Planning, Preparation and Assessment time (PPA) is given to teachers to help them to plan, prepare and assess pupils’ work.  It must be provided during the school day.  This will reduce the huge amount of work teachers presently do in their own time.




















What does it mean to my child?


The intention of this agreement is to help raise standards in schools by ensuring the quality of learning and teaching. 





Will there be new teaching and support staff in my child’s school?


Some schools will be employing additional teachers and/or support staff, whilst others may use their existing staff in different ways.














Your child, therefore, will not always be taught by his class teacher.





 














What will my child be doing during the teacher’s PPA time?


Pupils will be undertaking carefully constructed activities which are linked to the school’s existing curriculum.  All schools will make their own arrangements, utilising the skills and expertise of staff working in school. Headteachers and Governors will ensure that the quality of the education provided will be maintained.








Will there be new teaching and support staff in my child’s school?


Some  schools will be employing additional teachers and/or support staff, whilst others may use their existing staff.








What do we mean by support staff?


By ‘support staff’ we mean all staff in schools that assist teachers.


For several years, support staff in schools have been taking on a greater number of tasks during the school day and this trend will continue.   However, the agreement will also mean that support staff have a clear career structure and appropriate training and development.  The important role that they play in a child’s learning will be clearly recognised.





What will the role of the support staff be?


This will vary from school to school. Some support staff may have additional or different responsibilities, whilst others will continue to work in the same way as they have always done.  However,  the teacher will remain in overall charge of your child’s education








Who should  we speak to if we have any questions regarding the agreement?


The best person to speak to if you have any questions or concerns is the Headteacher of your child’s school.
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