








Why did you choose this project?


The transition steering group made up of representatives from Amman Valley School and its partner primaries discussed the need to address the more able and talented (MAT) agenda focusing on pupils in the transition stages of key stage 2 and 3. Previous funding had already taken place targeting middle ability pupils and there was ample provision in place for special needs. The primary and secondary liaison committee met to discuss several ideas and they concluded to set up a project that would give pupils opportunities to develop their thinking skills and experiences that would enable them to ‘think outside the box’, hence the idea of ‘blue sky thinking’ evolved. 
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4. How are you evaluating the project?


Qualitative data will be collected.


Evaluations received from each of the partner schools


Individual evaluations from the pupils involved.





     5. What has gone well?


The planning of every session has been detailed leading to very successful workshops.


Pupils have particularly enjoyed the hands-on approach


Pupils have enjoyed taking their learning ‘outside the classroom’ such as the outdoor group problem solving activities and the workshops attended in Cardiff. 


Observing the development of the different types of skills pupils in every session has been very rewarding for the teachers and both challenging and fun for the pupils.


The partnership with agencies such as Careers Wales and Carmarthenshire Youth Service has been invaluable and has built relationships for future collaboration.





     6. If you did this again what would you change, if anything?


The current titles for the skills-based days are: Leadership, Logic, Oracy, Working under Pressure and Problem Solving. There will be a need to vary the programme next year as the current Year 6 will still be a part of the cohort when they move into Year 7 and will therefore require new experiences.


Allocation of dates for visits to Amman Valley School to take part in the various skill-based days needed to be amended. December and March need to be avoided next time as many pupils involved in the schools Christmas and Eisteddfod preparations. 








    7. What is the way forward?


The primary and secondary liaison committee to meet to develop more ideas to create a two year cycle programme of activities.


Address difficulties with transport issues.





How is it funded?


Funding, of approximately £20k is allocated from effective transition (1A) 








 The Blue Skies Project


Responses to Frequently Asked Questions





What is your target group?


MAT pupils targeted from each of the catchment primary schools.


Benchmark criteria used, for example teacher assessments/test scores and an overall impression of MAT qualities.


10% of Year 6 chosen from each school.











