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   The village of Eyam in Derbyshire is known as The Plague Village. 

The village was shut off from the outside world in 1665 when the 

people who lived there caught the dreaded plague.

At the time of the plague, the village had a population of about 350. The most important 

person in the village was the vicar, William Mompesson.

In the summer of 1665, the village tailor received a parcel of material from his supplier in 

London. This parcel contained the fleas that caused the plague. The tailor was dead from 

the plague within one week of receiving his parcel. By the end of September, five more 

villagers had died. Twenty-three villagers died in October.
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                                      Some of the villagers suggested that they should leave the 

                                      village so that they would not catch the disease.

                                      The vicar persuaded them not to do this, as he feared that they

[image: image4.jpg]


                                      would spread the plague to other villages. 

People from surrounding areas brought supplies and left

them at the parish stones. The villagers left money in a 

water trough filled with vinegar to sterilise the coins left in

 them. In this way, Eyam was not left to starve to death. Those who supplied the food did 

not come into contact with the villagers. 

The plague continued to kill many people in the village. The vicar had to bury his own 

                               family in the churchyard of Eyam. His wife died in August 1666. By

November                 November 1666, the plague was considered at an end. In Eyam 260

                               out of 350 villagers had died but their sacrifice may well have saved

   many thousands of lives in the north of England. 

Key Questions

1. How did the Plague reach the village of Eyam?

2. Why did the Plague not spread to the villages around Eyam?

3. Why did the villagers not starve to death?
4. Why do you think so many people in Eyam died?
5. Do you think the vicar was right to stop people leaving the village? Explain your answer.
Which diary entry do you think gives the most reliable information and why?

Which diary entry do you think gives the most reliable information and why?

