The Research and Information Skills Transition Project

Responses to Frequently Asked Questions

Olchfa and partner primary school’s, Parkland, Hendrefoilan, Dunvant, Cila and Sketty

1. Why did you choose this project?

· To improve pupils research skills

· A steering group for improving transition was set up in Sept 2006. It included senior management from all the partner schools. They identified areas for improvement. The development of pupils research skills from K52 1(53 was one of the targeted areas. In subsequent meetings for joint staff training on the development of research skills and the idea of using Apple Macs, digital cameras and video cameras to record and present researched information emerged. This supported the development of visual literacy. communication between 1 and KS3, the reduction of pupils worry factor and reinforced all aspects relating to inquiry.

2. How is it funded?

· BSF — Partnership joint fund for transition

3. What is your target group?

· Y6 pupils in the partner primaries and Y7 pupils

4. How is the project being evaluated?

· Transition plan end of year evaluation and review by the

· steering group.

· Headteachers end of year evaluation

· Pupil evaluations. KS and 1 teachers’ evaluations

· Project leaders and steering group meeting, June 2008 to discuss, evaluate, review and amend for future planning

5. What has gone well?

· The joint training for 1( SMART teachers and Y6 teachers

· It was good opportunity to meet an work together

· Support from Clive Biscoe and ELRS staff gave the stimulus to use Apple Macs video and photos as the way forward to present information and form links across the two key stages

· Communication with the project leaders and teachers via the training and email support has furthered professional relationships

· Classroom support from Dave Stacy and Nick Francis. They have worked with groups of Y6 pupils in all the partner primary schools. The Y6 teachers were released to observe and gain expertise to develop research projects using the resources

· In the pilot partner school the IT coordinator was also involved with this part of the project.

· Pupils enthusiasm and interest in using the resources to record their research information

· As part of ensuring people are trained mini projects have helped embed and challenge the level of Y6/Y7 pupils and teachers

6. If you did this again what would you change, if anything?

· There have been problems connecting the Apple Macs to the internet as the LEA does not support their schools. There was a misunderstanding on the issue.

· Resolutions are being put in place to address the problem.

· Staff would have benefited with more training to edit and produce bVbs

· Build in time for Y6 to cascade expertise to Y5

· To consider change of staff to share expertise
7. What is the way forward?

· To continue to develop staff and pupil key skills using the resources

· To establish links with Y6 and Y7 pupils including sharing research projects and video conferencing. The plan was to include video conferencing but this will now be facilitated in most of the partner primaries via an LEA project. It is hoped this will be extended from KS2 to KS3.
