

The Transition from Primary to Secondary School

Monitoring and Evaluating Pupil Expectations

Introduction and guidance
The three questionnaires contained within this document should be given to the same pupils at three specific points during their transition experience:

i) The first half term of Year 6 – to capture pupil expectations as they look ahead to secondary education.
ii) The final half term of Year 6 – to allow the primary and secondary school to monitor and evaluate the impact of various transition activities on pupil expectations.
iii) The final half term of Year 7 – to allow pupils to reflect on how their perceptions and expectations have been changed through the transition process. They are asked to do this by considering what they would now tell Year 6 pupils about transition.
The three questionnaires should be contained within one cumulative document. This will allow the pupils to reflect back on their previous responses when completing the second and third questionnaires.

The questionnaires should be completed in groups to allow for pupil discussion. Schools may choose to have an adult facilitator with a group, if this is deemed beneficial to the process. Whether or not to use an adult facilitator is a judgement for each school, based on their knowledge of the pupils involved.

Schools may wish to group pupils in a way that will allow them to monitor and evaluate the effect of the transition experience on the expectations of specific groups of pupils e.g. AEN, MaT, EAL, LAC, boys, girls etc.
Moving to Secondary School
What do the pupils expect?
(To be completed during the first half term of Year 6) 

Name of School: 

Names of pupils:

When you think about your move to secondary school:

1. What do you think the lessons will be like?

	


2. What do you think the teachers will be like?

	


3. What do you expect the work to be like?

	


4. What sort of things do you expect to be involved in outside lessons?

	


5. What do you think the other pupils will be like?

	


6. What are you most excited about?

	


7. What are you most worried about?

	


Moving to Secondary School
What do the pupils expect?

(To be completed during the last half term of Year 6) 

Name of school: 

Names of pupils:

When you think about your move to secondary school what, if anything has changed compared to what you said earlier in the year?
1. What do you think the lessons will be like?

	


2. What do you think the teachers will be like?

	


3. What do you expect the work to be like?

	


4. What sort of things do you expect to be involved in outside lessons?

	


5. What do you think the other pupils will be like?

	


6. What are you most excited about?

	


7. What are you most worried about?

	


Moving to Secondary School

What do the pupils think now?

(To be completed during the last half term of Year 7) 

Name of school: 

Names of pupils:

Looking back and thinking about your move to secondary school, what would you now tell Year 6 pupils about the following?
1. The lessons in secondary school, and what they are like.
	


2. The teachers in secondary school, and what they are like.
	


3. The work in secondary school, and what it’s like.
	


4. The things you can get involved in outside lessons.
	


5. The other pupils in secondary school, and what they are like.
	


6. The most exciting things about being in the secondary school.
	


7. The things that may worry them.
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