The Bridging Unit Transition Project

Responses to Frequently Asked Questions

Gowerton School, Partner primary schools: Llanmorlais, Llanrhidian, Penc!awdd, 
Pen- y-fro, Tregwyr Infants. Tregwyr Junior. Waunarlwydd
1. Why did you choose this project?

· Strong pastoral links within the cluster were already in place and a move on curriculum based work was needed. The project would provide the opportunities to look at consistency amongst the schools and to build on the continuity for moving on. The idea of a bridging unit was considered non-threatening and would be the theme for subject based work.

2. How is it funded?

· Everyone pooled their transition money into a central funding account. The Headteacher at Llanrhidian Primary school manages the budget.

· Gowerton use extra allocation.

3. What is your target group?

· All Y6 pupils within the cluster are targetted because some pupils were not making Gowerton their first choice and there is concern over falling rolls.

4. How are you evaluating the project?

· The steering group evaluate one day a term

What it was like to deliver

Outcomes — retention of pupils

How well pupils settled

Y7 monitoring

5. What has gone well?

· • Enthusiasm and interest of the pupils

· • Helped to lead into different subjects

· • Meeting Gowerton staff
· The collaboration of the steering is the strongest point. The staff have an increased knowledge of KS2/KS3
· Lesson observations have been beneficial.

6. If you did this again what would you change, if anything?

· Restrict the content of the programme of study involved. The present unit was too ambitious. The amount of work gave too much pressure.

· Put in more specific emphasis on Key Skills.

· Build in AFL strategies.

7. What is the way forward?

· To integrate more subjects into the unit — history, geography, IT and possibly PE.

· To cascade the unit to establish consistency with timing.

· The scheme of work to lead further into KS

· To share knowledge within subject departments.
