The Transition Projects
Responses to Frequently Asked Questions

Sandfields Comprehensive








Why did you choose this project?





Focusing on Transition is the key to a smooth transfer from KS2 to KS3. Establishing pastoral and curriculum continuity facilitates an easier transition which will in turn enable us to reduce the regression in learning which can be experienced.





2. How is it funded?





3. What is your target group?





4. How are you evaluating the project?


Transition Teacher carries out an annual Transition audit.


Through nationally recognised tests, namely NFER in Year 5 and 6, CATS in Year 5 and 7 and The Suffolk Reading Test in Year 7.


Curriculum audit of Year 6 and 7 work in the core subject areas.


Successful moderated levelling











5. What has gone well?


Transition Co-ordinator and Transition Teacher managing Transition together.


Pastoral: ESTYN inspection praised:


Contact between partner primaries and Comprehensive


Full involvement of all headteachers and classroom teachers in primary and secondary


Process of passing on of pastoral care information including sensitive issues.


Process of passing on of special educational needs information through SENCOs.


Joint INSET days.


Comprehensive School Senior Management Team on governing bodies of partner primaries.


Curriculum: 


English: INSET  - Sharing good practice across KS1 > 4.


                                                          -  Positive feedback from all key stage teachers.


                                            Moderation - Transition Teacher teaching persuasive writing unit to Year  					       6 pupils across the partner primaries.


			                            - Transition Teacher managing and chairing moderation 						       meeting.


Maths and Science: Links made with subject co-ordinators across the key stages.


Data sharing: In-depth discussions between Transition Co-ordinator, Transition Teacher, Head of Year 7, Year 6 teachers and headteachers.


Curriculum Visit Days: 


                    - July of Year 5 – Sports Day run by Comprehensive staff and pupils


                                            - January of Year 6 – Mixed groups experience ‘taster’ lessons


			        - July of Year 6 – Taught in Year 7 class groups


 Assessment for Learning strategies being piloted across KS2/KS3.


Projects:


TAN Dance (Y6 and 7)


Language Workshop pilot project


Forest School (KS2)


Comprehensive After School Club (Taster sessions offered to Y6)


‘The Bridge’ – (Nurture project, KS3)





























      








6. If you did this again what would you change, if anything?


This is an ongoing project that is constantly evaluated and is moving forward.





7. What is the way forward?





Three year Transition plan is in place. Main areas for development are:


Joint core subject planning across KS2/3 (partly complete in English).


Discuss strategies for joint planning in Foundation subjects.


Establish rolling programme of lesson observation across cluster linked to learning approaches.





More detail on this is available on request.





How is it funded?





Better Schools Fund:  Category 1A enables us to have a fully integrated programme between the four partner primaries and the Comprehensive. This also allows us to employ a Transition Teacher responsible for managing the projects. In addition the comprehensive school funds a Transition Co-ordinator who works closely with the Transition Teacher.








What is your target group?





Year 5 and 6 in our four partner primary schools and Year 7 in the Comprehensive.








