DT Transition Project
Amman Valley Comprehensive and Partner Primary Schools

Academic Year 07-08

Project Title: Fragrant Freebies

Aims of Project

· To provide a good model of a “Transition project” indicating where Year 6 pupils can experience facilities, equipment, skills and techniques within a Design Technology context.

· KS 3 teachers and Advisory Teacher for Primary DT to coordinate initial stages of project.

· Scheme of Work developed and resources acquired by July 2007

· Training (use of IT software; use of CAM machine; and making of scented gels) provided for partner school staff at secondary school by end of term (July 16th).

· School visits (Year 6 pupils visiting DT workshop of secondary school) to take place during the Autumn and Spring Terms of Academic Year 2007 -2008.

What Knowledge and Skills are the members trying to gain from Network?

· ICT skills through the use of 2D Primary Design Tools.

· Development of Knowledge and Understanding in producing Design Portfolios showing development of Product Design and process skills.

· Understanding of CAD/CAM processes

· Making skills enhanced – using new equipment and resources e.g. creating gels for the fragrance freebies.

· Developing a keener awareness of criteria that indicate Levels 3, 4 and L5 performance in DT in Designing and Making.

Benefits / Outcomes to teachers

To develop Knowledge and Understanding of various aspects of DT namely:

· ICT competence with 2D Primary Design Tools (Techsoft)

· Development of portfolios – use of Mood Boards and development of Focused Practical Tasks and IDEA’s through use of Design Folios

· To develop Knowledge and Understanding of CAD /CAM and its practical outworkings in the primary classroom / DT workshop in KS3.

· To develop skills in cutting and moulding using advanced techniques normally unavailable to primary classrooms.  Using new manufacturing equipment and techniques.

Consistency in expectations and assessment in DT

To develop and strengthen working relationships with those who are working in contexts above / below that of their own.

Benefits/ outcomes to schools 

· Evidence of good practice available to all that visit the school.

· Creating a context for electronic learning.

· More meaningful work situations for primary and secondary staff to liaise and work alongside one another.

· To utilise the evidence of good practice and levels of achievement made available on the Authority’s website “AMDRO” (wider school audience).

· To create more opportunities for a learning continuum from primary to secondary school.

Benefits / outcomes to pupils

· To provide evidence of Year 6 pupils exemplifying good Level 4 /working towards Level 5 attainments in skills and knowledge and understanding within DT.

· Undertaking a Design and Make Assignment (DMA) in a manner akin to Year 7 working practices, in an attempt to better prepare and equip them for life in the K3 setting. 

· Working alongside their future KS 3 teachers for the making element of the project at the Secondary School.

· To use current technology in a real working context (i.e. sending designs via email to be cut in acrylic on the specialist equipment at the secondary school – the Laser Cutter).

· To develop opportunities to foster individual learning and group work scenarios in both KS settings.

