Assessment for Learning project at Ysgol Brynteg
AfL for learning was initially piloted in the Year 2 class in the Autumn Term 2005. After a review with the Headteacher and staff we decided to adopt AfL principles as a whole school initiative. The project with King’s College has given us the impetus to move things forward in the school. As assessment co-ordinator the project was particularly helpful as it helped me to examine my own practice further and also work with other members of staff

(Kate James Ysgol Brynteg Assessment Co-ordinator)

Assessment for Learning in Year 6

Strategies implemented

· Talking Partners

· No-hands up

· Turn-Taking

In addition

· Self evaluation

· Peer assessment

	Strategy
	Example

	Talking Partners


	Used in ‘Hamilton Trust’ language lessons-goal to produce ‘All about me poster’

Pupils responded with appropriate answers to their peer questions.



	No hands up


	Pupils are improving and realise that they all have ‘thinking time’.



	Turn –Taking


	Circle Time

This activity has enabled the pupils to use their questioning skills and listening skills and are becoming more aware of ‘waiting your turn’

	Self Evaluation/ Peer Assessment


	During their maths lessons pupils discuss different methods to apply to a given problem. They evaluate and assess the individual and group progress.


Assessment for Learning in Year 5

In year 5 pupils are encouraged to ‘have a go’ and face challenges in a positive manner without fear of failure or ridicule. An ethos of mutual respect is developing as a result of the increase in activities which promote communication with peers and valuing each other’s efforts/opinions. This also raises self-esteem in pupils.
Many of the activities used in year 5 lessons help pupils generate their own questions about a given topic eg

· At the start of each term we share our learning intention for the term. This gives children the opportunity to raise questions about what they would like to know/find out about a topic

· Children are encouraged to ask each other questions for example, in a maths lesson on data handling children asked each other questions about a graph. In a lesson on shape pupils discovered the properties of different triangles through discussion and reasoning about why they were not all equilateral before identifying them by properties and naming them. This approach encourages pupils to ask more questions rather than telling them.

· ‘Hot seating’ raised interesting questions to research about the Celts.

· Think, pair, share works really effectively to accelerate discussion and learning and can be used in any subject.

Success Criteria

Self evaluation increases pupil awareness of success criteria and facilitates independence in self-improvement.

Peer Assessment

We are working towards developing skills in peer assessment. In practice sessions pupils have highlighted things that they liked enough to use themselves (in their own writing) in pink and things which needed improving in green.

Assessment for Learning in Year 4

Using questioning strategies to promote thinking skills in Maths and Science. 

Children responded really well to a lesson based on grouping and classifying living creatures. The groups were able to question each other on their choices and reasoning for the group types.
We also use Talking Partners regularly where pupil’s names are drawn at random to work in pairs. Think, Pair, Share.

Peer assessment is carried out in mainly Maths and creative lessons such as D&T, Art, Music and PE. Children are also growing in greater confidence in evaluating each other’s progress.

Self-evaluation is currently used in Language by the children through the use of Self Evaluation sheets that are glued into the inside cover of their language books.

Thinking diagrams used to compare and contrast are regularly used to debate topics such as Whale Hunting. This strategy encouraged outstanding responses from the children.

Assessment for learning in Year 3
· The classroom environment is one where fear or failure is taken away and honesty and openness is encouraged.

· Pupils are provided with support and are able to try out techniques in a safe and secure place.

How AfL benefits the pupils in the Year 3 class

· Pupils are able to recognise steps in learning.

· Feel secure about not always being right.

· Self-esteem is raised and attitudes become more positive.

· The learning process is an active one (partner not recipient)

· Pupils become more independent and motivated.

