English

GCSE  SPEAKING AND LISTENING


	
	GENERAL CRITERIA
	SPECIFIC CRITERIA

	
	
	Explain Describe Narrate
	Explore Analyse Imagine
	Discuss Argue Persuade



	U
	Candidates demonstrate limited achievement in speaking and listening



	G

8

-

11


	Candidates speak and listen about personal interests in familiar

contexts. They listen to others and recall the main features of what

they hear. They show some recognition of the functions of

standard English.

- In individual extended contributions, they show limited

awareness of the listeners.

- In group interactions, they listen and make some contribution

to discussion.

- In drama-focused activities, they can adopt a simple role


	use straightforward

vocabulary and chronology

give a simple account or

narrative with some detail

give brief responses to

general points


	make general contributions

begin to follow and respond

to main points or issues


	listen and respond to some

points made by others

occasionally make

contributions

express a point of view



	F

12

-

15


	Candidates speak clearly in a range of familiar contexts, adapting

talk to audience and purpose. They listen carefully to a range of

talk and respond to others' ideas and views. They use features of

standard English vocabulary and grammar appropriately.

- In individual extended contributions, they show some

awareness of the listeners.

- In group interaction they follow discussions carefully and

make appropriate contributions.

- In drama-focused activities, they make limited use of patterns

of speech and obvious gestures.


	use an increasing vocabulary

to define ideas and order

events

provide straightforward

factual accounts and

narratives

respond simply to requests

for clarification
	raise questions

compare key features of

subject matter

follow central ideas and

possibilities
	respond appropriately to

others' contributions

express a point of view and

occasionally use emphatic

language



	E

16

-

19
	Candidates speak clearly in different contexts, showing some

ability to vary delivery to suit situation and audience. They listen

with concentration to a range of talk. They generally use standard

English vocabulary and grammar where appropriate.

- In individual extended contributions, they make attempts to

engage the listeners' interest.

- In group interaction, they concentrate in discussions and make

useful contributions.

- In drama-focused activities, they communicate with the

audience by attempting to sustain a straightforward role

through speech, movement and gesture.


	use straightforward and

appropriate language

give structured and

occasionally developed

accounts

answer questions clearly

using some detail


	respond to familiar and less

familiar subject matter

show some ability to develop

a line of enquiry or approach


	make useful contributions

and respond with some order

express opinions and

occasionally make decisive

points to good effect



	D

20

-

23
	Candidates make relevant contributions to talk and are able to

organise speech in collaborative contexts, varying their style of

delivery as appropriate. They listen attentively and make

responses that show some understanding. They are increasingly

aware of the need for, and use of, standard English vocabulary

and grammar.

- In individual extended contributions, they use different

strategies to engage the listeners' interest.

- In group interaction, they make a range of effective

contributions, taking account of what others say.

- In drama-focused activities, they develop a credible role which

engages the interest of the audience e.g. through intonation


	use a suitable range of

appropriate vocabulary

give ordered and, at times,

focused accounts of events

and processes

give detailed clarification in

response to requests
	present an interpretation of

central ideas and issues

show some understanding of

unfamiliar ideas

show evidence of inference,

deduction or empathy


	take an active part and sustain

involvement

recognise others' opinions

and respond appropriately

use language effectively to

convey opinion or line of

argument


	C

24

-

27
	Candidates speak with fluency and make significant contributions

to talk in a variety of different contexts. They listen closely and

sympathetically, responding as appropriate. They show a

competent use of standard English vocabulary and grammar in

situations that demand it.

- In individual extended contributions, they adapt to different

audiences, sustaining the interest of the listeners through

judgement in choice of style and delivery.

- In group interaction, they participate fully, sustaining their

listening and making significant contributions.

- In drama-focused activities, they develop and sustain a role

effectively, holding the interest of the audience.


	use varied and appropriate

vocabulary and expression

maintain clarity in overall

organisation

answer questions using relevant

and effective detail


	show order and precise

expression in communicating

and interpreting ideas and issues

respond with understanding to

ideas of varying complexity


	make a significant contribution

to discussion

engage with others' ideas,

recognising obvious

assumptions and biases

promote a point of view



	B

28

-

31
	Candidates speak purposefully in a range of contexts of increasing

complexity, managing the contributions of others. They listen

with some sensitivity and respond accordingly. They show

effective use of standard English vocabulary and grammar in a

range of situations.

- In Individual extended contributions, they exhibit confidence

and fluency in talk and a sensitive awareness of listeners,

adapting style of delivery to their needs.

- In group interaction, they make an impact on discussion

through sensitive listening and by challenging and constructive

contributions.

- In drama-focused activities, they create a challenging role,

shaping the audience's reactions through the use of different

techniques.


	use a flexible range of

vocabulary and grammatical

structures to convey meaning,

including inferential aspects

manage challenging subject

matter effectively

respond to questions or

comments in an apt and wellconsidered

way


	analyse and reflect effectively

on real or imagined experience

formulate and interpret

information, developing

significant points and

responding appropriately


	manage collaborative tasks

challenge and build on points

made by others

make probing contributions,

structuring and organising points

to achieve impact on audience



	A

32

-

35
	Candidates initiate speech and take a leading part in discussion,

responding in detail to others' ideas. They listen and respond to a

range of complex speech. They show an assured use of standard

English vocabulary and grammar in a range of situations and for a

variety of purposes.

- In individual extended contributions, they involve listeners

skilfully through their command in communicating aspects of

challenging content.

- In group interaction, they use different ways to initiate,

develop and shape discussion, encouraging others'

participation.

- In drama-focused activities, they create a complex role that

they convey to an audience through the skilful use of a variety

of techniques.


	show cogency and explicit depth

of detail when required

use a range of highly developed

vocabulary to suit a variety of

purposes and processes

respond to questions in a way

which is precisely matched to

context


	articulate and analyse complex

ideas and information

identify priorities

synthesise essential points,

resolving outcomes through a

considered response


	initiate and sustain discussion

through a variety of sensitive

contributions

respond persuasively and

engagingly



	A*

36

-

40
	Candidates show an exceptionally high ability in handling a wide

range of roles. They listen perceptively to a range of complex

speech. They are sensitive in their choice of speech style and

their use of standard English vocabulary and grammar is mature

and assured.

- In individual extended contributions, they adapt readily to task

and audience, communicating complex content and managing

listeners' attention through sophisticated styles of delivery.

- In group interaction, they listen perceptively, making

influential and authoritative contributions.

- In drama-focused activities, they independently create a

complex role, making inventive use of a range of appropriate

techniques to direct the response of the audience.


	show originality and flair in the

use of vocabulary, intonation,

expression and gesture

express ideas with subtlety, e.g.

using irony or detachment

show inventive organisation of

material

respond to points with authority


	show sophistication and

originality in applying and

cross-referencing ideas

respond inventively through

imaginative explorations


	use language in a dynamic and

influential way

make thought-provoking

contributions through powerful

expression and command of the

situation




