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I have been particularly interested in improving the quality of ‘classroom talk’. I began by examining my own practice, in particular I looked at:

· The use of and quality of questions

· The quality of class and group discussion

· ‘Wait’ time after asking a question

· Who answered the questions? Were the same children answering?

After evaluating the teaching and learning in the classroom I found that although I was asking open-ended questions, I was not allowing enough time for the children to think about what they wanted to say. Also, I felt that I needed to ask ‘bigger’ questions. I also realised that it tended to be the same children answering!

Strategies put into place (Spring Term 2007)

· Increase thinking/waiting time in order to improve the quality of discussion/answers.
· ‘No hands up’- try to get all the learners involved (if possible).
· Establish rules- if we were going to adopt a ‘no hands up policy’ what were we going to use instead.
· Talking partners (names to be pulled out of a hat and changed every two weeks)
· Discussing different types of questions with the children and looking at examples. Children to sort into different categories (they really enjoyed this!)
· Establish rules for a ‘discussion circle’ (to be decided by the children)
· Encourage an ethos in the classroom where wrong answers were discussed. I also needed to monitor my responses to these wrong answers and try to acknowledge all responses, e.g., ‘That’s a good idea. We’ll come back to that later’.
· Shift the focus during discussion from teacher/learner to learner/learner. Ask another child what they thought of a comment made by one of their peers
· Involve the children in deciding what skills they thought they were going to use and what they actually used during an activity.
Review of Strategies
· Mainly a positive impact on the learning.

· The children really enjoyed discussing their learning. Plenary had also changed from talking about what they had done to what they had been learning during the lesson. (They found this very difficult at first!)

· Talking partners was not as successful as I hoped. We decided to try discussion groups (groups of three). The children responded well and wanted to go into their discussion groups all the time! They decided who would be the spokesperson. The only rule was that it shouldn’t be the same child every time. This really helped the children who lacked confidence and got the boys more involved.

· ‘No hands up’ proved very difficult at first. With encouragement the children responded. I asked the children to give me a smile if they wanted to answer/talk. (Some very frightful grins followed!!)

· I noticed that the children became very enthusiastic when taking part in class discussion. They were confidently telling each other not to worry if they had a wrong answer or they were finding something difficult because that meant they were learning.

· I think they felt that their opinions were valued. Adult feedback to the children was improved.

· The quality of answers and discussion improved. The children were more at ease and not rushed into an answer or decision.

Way forward
· Continue to improve the quality of feedback in the classroom by reducing the amount of written feedback and ensure oral feedback is directly linked to the learning intention and success criteria. Research different strategies for improving feedback and the impact it has on the learning taking place.

· Self-evaluation and peer assessment. We are still in the early stages of implementing strategies but children are responding well so far.

· Further improve the involvement of boys during discussion and peer assessment

