Task Guidance Information

How did William’s conquest change England?
In 1087 England was totally different to the England before 1066.  Your task is to write an essay about whether William’s conquest changed England.

Think about the following questions – don’t forget to look at your text books and exercise books for key detail and information.
1. What did the English people think about their new King in 1066? How soon did William defeat his English opponents?
2. Was the feudal system totally new?  Was it a success?

3. How far did William change the church?

4. Did castles change the landscape everywhere in England?  How did castle building change?

5. How did William’s conquest affect different people - for example, earls and theigns, cottars and serfs, bishops and priests?  Would they have all had the same opinion about William’s reign?

Essay guidance
1. Write a brief introductory paragraph that gives some information about what you are going to say – Paragraph 1
2. Use new paragraphs for each separate point.  Start each paragraph with a topic sentence that introduces the point you are going to make clearly and why.  Make sure that you give as much explanation of the points you make as possible.  Explain why and how things happened and what the results were.  Detail is important.
Write a paragraph on each of the points – look at the questions above

Paragraph 2 – How he gained control

Paragraph 3 – Feudal System

Paragraph 4 – Church

Paragraph 5 – Castles 

Paragraph 5 – How did it affect the people of England.

3. Give detailed evidence from your historical knowledge and understanding to back up what you say.

4. Write in the third person and past tense when you are describing events and change, and in the first person and the present tense when you are giving your personal views.

5. Use connectives.  For example
· When putting events into sequence, use next, then, first, second, third, finally, meanwhile, after
· When comparing and contrasting, use equally, in the same way, similarly, likewise, whereas, instead of, alternatively, otherwise
· When explaining the cause and effect of events, use for example, such as, for instance, as shown by, in the case of.

6. Write a summary and conclusion that sets out your overall opinion about the key question.
