THINKING SKILLS – some guidelines and ideas to support activities.

The F.O.S. working party was established in February 07. The members of the group have been meeting together to create some practical and worthwhile methods of raising the profile of and supporting Thinking Skills within a range of classroom activities and across a variety of curriculum areas.

It has been found that certain subjects, topics and groupings are more appropriate for these T.S. practices and it will be up to the individual teacher to use and adapt the following guidelines to suite their own particular needs and situations.

Think, Pair, Share

How it works: 

· Pupils work with either the pupil sitting closest to them (opposite or next to) or with a pre-arranged “Thinking Partner”

· It is not necessary for the pupils to have the same thinking partner for each activity

· The task set by the teacher may involve explaining prior knowledge to their T.P., working together to establish ideas/information or feeding back particulars about newly acquired information to each other.

· T.P.S. may or may not make use of the “Question Dice”

· T.P.S. may be extended to “think, pair, share, elsewhere” when a second thinking partner may be selected and the initial activity taken further or in another direction

Question Dice 

· Either one dice per pair or one class dice

· Blank dice can be purchased (from the Consortium) and used as appropriate

· Dice can be made from lengths of flat sided batten wood (about 2cm X 2cm)

· Questioning words are written on the six faces of the dice

· Why, what, where, who, when, how etc. are the basics but particular choices are up to the individual teacher

This is an effective method for increasing and developing opportunities for creative thinking and sharing ideas with a partner and also with a wider peer group. It has proved to be successful with children of all abilities and can be pitched at the level appropriate for the particular abilities of the group.

The use of T.P.S. can be applied in a range of lesson situations.

· brainstorming

· warm up activities

· recapping

· plenary sessions

· planning further investigations

Pupils generally find the T.P.S. activities stimulating and rewarding as well as being fun! Naturally, this is not the most quiet of classroom undertakings but if we are to increase the pupils’ confidence in sharing their ideas it can’t be done in silence!

